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' I lhe world is in the midst of attempting
to systematically (mis-)manage the

kind of catastrophe thus far relegated to history
and sci-fi. In this situation, many find themselves
disillusioned by the posturing of bureaucracy and/
or the impulses of wide-eyed sheeple. Presently,
sheltered-in-place, we find ourselves straddling
feelings of empathy and solidarity for precarious!
communities, alongside an old and familiar sense
of embitterment. Beyond the current uncertainties,
there has always been a small voice within us
saying: This. 6. Bullshit. We believe our reflection
is a sentiment widely felt, in unique ways. It’s
clear that the world’s demands for emancipation
from the totalizing subjugation of Western
modernity are proportional to the enclosures and
subjugation imposed. In this moment— where the
coronavirus has accomplished an interruption of
reality some claimed impossible— the ontological
bullshit seems not only more discernible, but
conceivably reproachable. It’s relevant to note
that, in some instances, bullshit has an elemental
capacity to catalyze transformation— for better or
worse.

With wvirological pandemic unfolding and
many unable to generate income, there is relevant
concern about the in-/stability of necessities
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such as: well-being, housing, food, water, utilities,
education, etc. Inthe US, leadershipis scrambling to
prevent the collapse of the un-/comfortable world
as we know it. Arguments for universal healthcare
are bound to be seriously re-/considered. While the
present economic support of precarious peoples
and places will be crucial, hopefully this situation
doesn’t push conversations towards wuniversal
incomes. It doesn’t take a Marxist to realize that
capitalism will eventually harness inflation to
ultimately absorb any basic stipend. What we need
is the universal opportunity to diverse and self-
determined existence— static, mobile, and beyond—
ideally through the abolishment of impairments,
such as racial capitalism?, privatized property?,
borders?, and nationalism?®.

As some of us absorb what it feels like to
slow down and minimize direct relations, we
wonder what possibilities may be generating from
this aeration of modernity’s oullshit. Navigating
our own limbo— housed, but homeless— our hearts
are pulled towards collective endeavors for well-
being, while our physiologies are trapped by
precarity and academia. Abstracted, we wonder
about the systemic cracks that engaged activists
and abolitionists are eagerly leveraging during
this uncertain time. We wonder about the news
that’s not in the news.

It seems today’s interruption of business-
as-usual is a prime opportunity to promote the
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Degrowth movement to Westerners. While the
mainstream includes wvarious lifestyles, it’s
important to recognize that (before coronavirus),
“one middle-class person in the US consumes
three-hundred times the food and energy mass
of one Third World person.”® In other words, the
Degrowth movement isn’t a universal approach
to addressing emerging crises. To exist within
biophysical limits requires the constriction of
meta-economies and harnessing of renewables.
The goal is to maximize well-being and joy
through integrated and non-extractive means—
sharing work, consuming less, establishing local
economies and currencies, while devoting more
time to art, play, music, family, nature, culture
and community.” Degrowth strives for a social
embodiment of ecological wisdoms— beyond eco-
modernistinnovations— and simultaneously rejects
the swelling of capitalism’s green-wave. Funny-
not-funny, this informed and interdependent
lifestyle doesn’t seem so far-fetched anymore.
Today’s diminished well-being and economic
recession are incongruent with the goals of
Degrowth; yet, in tandem with other approaches,
it’s framework could help inspire some of us
towards creating accountable and restorative eco-
cultural communities.

Whatever may be next, what we know is
that we are the results of histories we can never
fully understand or be accountable to. Still, it is
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our response-ability to contribute to persisting
and emerging endeavors to reject the Western
colonial legacy (e.g. reductionism; individualism;
domination). Concepts like liberation and well-
being are not merely subjective experiences;
they are multi-faceted and integrally linked to
the in-/direct relationships and systems which
constitute all existence. In this sense, none of us
are free until all of us are free. It is our response-
ability to aspire and act for micro and macro
transformation, restoration, and eco-centric
mutuality. Our academic research is focused on
exploring how and where accountable liberation
is cultivated and/or spontaneously manifests
for those that are constrained or erased by
modernity’s purported ideologies and bullshit. We
are searching for the visionary fictions®-turned-
realities, the emerging Children of Compost®,
the decolonized Neverlands!®, and beyond. The
purpose of our inquiry is to radically: inspire and
equip the playful; connect and embolden the post-
capitalist freaks; help build unique coalitions;
and, to find our home.

kiah, mercury, eli, and naybour
Sheltered-in-Fruitvale
27th March 2020
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ALSO UNDERSTAND THE
APOCALYPSE AS AN
OPPORTUNITY FOR RENEWAL.
A WORLD SHAKEN OFF ITS
FOUNDATION CAN BE BUILT
DIFFERENTLY, BETTER.
BUT WE HAVE TO HOLD A
VISION OF WHAT FUTURE
WE REALLY WANT
S0 AS NOT TO RE-CREATE THE
MESSES WE HAVE NOW.

- MIA BIRDSONG
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contributing to the
end of the world
as we knew it...
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nd Jus*\' like that, ever\mn'ma clnanaea\. In

the eavly days of duringvirus, Schools weve
cloSed, cages weve opened, and cells weve ewmgtied.
Swnce n-gevsonal contact gut the collective at
vick, Social distancing was embvaced. This vequived
geogle Yo shikt into lifestyles avounded by critical
wtimacy. Many velations and exchonges became
distanced, without touch, and o{ten victual.
Shelteved-in-glace, they waited in limbo. Some
weve Still. Some weve scaved. Peogle shaved Stovies
with each other €ov com€ort and entevtainment
omidst the unknown. Vivoloaical and eco\oa\ca\
Unce.ﬁ'a'm‘\’\., woke the wovld €vom its w\o»no*'o»n\'
with unforeseeable actions. Suddenly, the veifed
was dewystifed.

Duringvirus they collectively wade w\ean'm3
gevsonal by Shaving Stories and enviching lives,
which led Yo creating contextual vituals-o€-
connection. With vaw wewmovies they sot n
vaviols civcles, shaved Stovies, and leavned to
hold and transcend dic€evences. A hidden 3\?‘\—
duringvirus was that o€ wmposed Stillness, a time
wheve they could be wove veflective-- WnqUiving,
challenging, and 9hi€+\n3. Actively and accountably
Qnaaa.ma wnev- and ntev-gevsonal con€lict led
them Yo Ungrecedented growth. Bventually this
Qrocess +au<_z>h+ thew thot everyone has valve
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and Something imeovtant to of<€ev-- even and
eseecially the Other. They came +039.+lner W
coalitions and aenevated vadical transCormations.
Tn contrast Yo belie€s beforevirus, they vecognized
that shame, viliGication, and gunitive vesponses

to dissent only gevgetuated and exacerbated
domination. Caaes, cells, and exile weve tools o€
Yorture €ov contvol \o\., woy o€ tvauma. They
vealized that huvt geogle hurt geople. Tw civcles,
Yhey recoan'\zea\ Yhot the closest they could come
Yo any Sort o€ €Ul Undevstanding was € they
dvew a web between all pevspectives-- entangling
symbolic, Seivitual, phenomenological, Steuctuval,
ghySical, Social vealms, and beyond. Tw civcles
Justice was vedefined {vom that which vegvoduces
havm to that which groduces healing. Without
PuUnitive vesponses Yo conflict, peogle weve able

to accountably selk-determine their existence
within wutuality. Unique and cveative ow\'o\o?)'\es
Clouvished.

Aftervirus was chaotic, Yo say the least. They
scrambled between worlds, Kloating $rom past
Lamiliavities and ?\Unﬂm wnto Uawvitten €utuves.
Some had the Qr'\\l'\\eae o work'ma Lrom home,
while othevs had Yo {orﬁe new paths Yo wmeet
their needs. This distorted Sociality gushed wovk
Yo e ve-imagined beyond traditionally grescrived
wechanical Transactions. They wrestled with
chanae while 3v'\ev'\n3 all they had lo5t. Some hUn3
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to mewovies of the days befove, desgevately
‘\'v\.,'mﬁ Yo climb old \addevs o€ status and
authority, but as they vose, the Ung5 between
their hands and Undev their €eet would ajve way.
History had vegeatedly groved traditional leadevs
and Vanﬁuavdg Yo be utile-- duringvirus Solidikied
that. Peogle trans€ormed wovrk into gavticipatory
actions o€ cave, suggort, Wlnevability, and an
embodiment o€ love. Civcumstances divoveced

work €vom waaes and veoviented it to €ovms

o€ veciprocity and ecocultural economies. They
came Yo vecognize that all li€e theives on the
exchange o€ enevgetic and im-/matevial vesouvces.
Collabboration was all they needed, which they
groved to thewselves by building coalitions €ov
Pluval existences and well-being.

Beforevirus, evoltion had veen twisted and
tovched into a Yool wielded by the economic elite
€or ceaseless domination and destvuction undev
the 3\)'\99. o€ evolution. Tn their Un{o\a\'\nﬁ wovl\d,
they weve ewmpoweved Yo choo%e what avowth
and adagtation meant €or thewm. Tnnovations
became Spontaneous vesponses to aviGing needs
and nstances, and ncluded caving ?ore#hoUc_zSH
o€ Qossible imeacts. They Sauatted covgovations,
ve—'\w\aﬂmea\ technoloaies, and devised sow\eﬂ{\n3
hovizontal. Blitict toolo o€ ovev-conSumetion weve
veQUYposed into instruments €or Symbiosis, \"\e\a\'ma
a vadical kKind o€ avowth-- one that IS designed
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by those effected, €or those effected. They
Yook a Similav ageroach Yo 5chools, Universities,
wunicigalities, and healthcave sectovs. squa++in3
and vesSgonse-ably veshaging evevything. Micro and
£t economies, co-0ps, veally veally vee wmavkets,
wmcendivm libvavies, and local cuvvencies 3rew Lrom
the Skeletons of Speculative cagital. They weeded
Theough Spaces, teased out what was help€ul and
wulched the vest. They blended the wavginG o€
wovk and glay, while Uv\a\o'\n3 notions o€ disgosable
Things they could U5t throw away. Extvraction and
tvash became words o€ the 9ast as they devoted
Thewmselves to comqoc;ﬁn?) and eQUYQo5ing,

This \i€e o€ embeddedness co»n")wea\ Profound
and dynawic beinas that weve Unimaginable before
virus. Possibilities $oe €awmily and kin Spavked
an evuption o€ wmulti-species velationshigs
and S\Gtems of intevconnection. From these
velationShigs they weve able to turn their
human-centvic world nto vealities o€ divevse
ecologies. Without a Scvigt o wuclear existence
they decided €or thewmselves the Meaning ok
consent, ntimacy, and cave. Twn these vesgonse-
able vealities, they £ormed unlimited bonds with
The wovrld avound thewm, Acowing their cagacity Yo
love beyond dit€evence. They comgosted old and
polavizing ca‘\-eﬁov\es like ablersdisable, \oo\ilﬁ'w\,
blackrwhite, vich/poor, havm€ul notions instilled by
complict embodiements o€ traditional €amilies.
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Without detevminiowm, those wew to the wovld
had the opgortunity to fnd themselves within
their culture and beyond. They cultivated unioue
homes, QUQ\?ov‘\"\nﬁ the 3\row+h o€ all whabitants.
Sowme laid voots, while othevs voamed. Peogle
lived divevsely-- in wmobile homes, tvee €ovrts,
eavthshis, \OUnﬁa\OWQ w the clouds, subwmavrine
abodes, and S0 wuch wove. They all had or $ound
elaces to \oe\0n3.

After-virus, ﬂ»e\‘ vecycled what weve
once walls, €ences, and vovdevs-- vejectin
watevial a\’\‘;\')Uncﬂo»nQ Lvom €utile '\o\eo\oﬁ\eé,
like divide and conaver. AS privatized grogerty
degraded with the dead, possibilities emevaed
€or collective stewardship and creativity.
o\d ca+e30vie9 like gavk, city, and home weve
vendeved weaningless a5 Spaces weve veclaimed
by collectives of critters. Fueled oy cuviosity,
vealms of exgevimental ways o being ewmevged
with ntention and guvgose. Tvees geew Crom the
%hells of abandoned cav yavds. Bntive habitats
burst between cracks in concrete. The wounded
waterways-- Still goisoned €vom yeavs o€ havm-
- weve wuvsed with cave and concevn. People
Showed Up €or the histovical gains they weve both
subject and complicit Yo, uncertain wheve their
e{Lorts might flow. Regavdiess, emeathy Swelled
and vewminded them o€ the intevconnections that
ave \i€e.

CONTRIBUTING TO THE END OF THE WORLD AS WE KNEW IT ﬂ 13



T+ was Unknown wheve they weve 3o'm3
aftervirus-- \et alone, how they would 3@:\' theve.
Nevertheless, what they did was +03e+lner, N
Pvrocess, n Undevstanding, n velation to \i€e
beyond the %el€. This embodiment o€ vesponse-
ability evoked a wneed €or Synthesis. to mesh avt
with li€e. They danced with the €ovests-- new
and old. They 9%3 with the ocean. They Smashed
statues o conguevors and Used the vubble to
Conyuve new €utuces. They created vituals of
\oe\Ona'ma, CQ\Q\DY‘O'\’M% woments o€ \oecow\'m3
and Undo\nﬁ. Kin cevewonies, WSt cevewonies,
€or3@.+ﬂn3 cevewmonies, €luid cevewmonies, celestial
cevemonies- all Yo make weaning o€ their
Unknown journeys. When €aced with comglex
Transitions, they held each other in avie€ and oy
T03e+hev, they weve uniquely shaged vy woments
o€ transcendence. They embodied li<e, embraced
death, and velished the in-between. Festivals
became critical tools Yo symbolize their grocesses
o€ Onﬁo'mﬁ transCormation. Joy became a ool
€ov re?)eneraﬁow. Music, dance, Story, and five
Joined in davkness as bodies veveled in the beauty
o€ \oeina—wi‘\-h. They vejoiced in ‘\-mnscend'm3 Who
they had been to what they had become. all they
had 105t and the goSSibilities which lay ahead.

The Un{o\a\‘ma o€ theie new wovld wasn't
without Stvugale-- theve will always be conflict.
Trom thewr tvials, we have leavned to cultivate

oUC owWn vv\u‘\-ua\\\,—a\e‘rerm'mea\ rea\‘m, wheve
" | IMAGINED-IN-PLACE

accountability €acilitates 3row+fn and vadical Yoy,
To«ﬁefhev, we decide what 15 best €ov ouv well-
\DQ\V\%“ QW\Q‘rﬂma WO\ o€ \Cnow'mﬁ, do\nﬁ, and
re\a‘r'mcy- and cow\'m«3 3enem+'\0n6 will detevrmine
we\\—‘oe'ma €ov thewmselves. A\*quu%h the wewovies
o€ genocide, Slavevy, and domination weve by their
6ides, we ave committed to the wnevevr-endin

JoUrneq to Undo ouvselves and the daw\aﬁe wavked

by their binavy existence. We do wot have static
identities, and we do vnot define ourselves by tiny
boxes o€ oppositional categovization. OUr after-virus
ancestovs weve both witness and accomglice to
the death o€ wnations. They said 300&\0\'9. to a
sel€ vevrsus an Other. And with this death came
the vice o€ new li€e, which we %ee all avound US
today. Ways o \Deinﬁ ave still emevang \00 yeavs
after-vivus. With linearity leXt behind, veality is
bursting €ovth n civcular wmotions as we vaa\'\ca\\\,
embody the Un€o\a\'m3 o€ existence +03e+her. We
have enteved a cyclical eva of intevdegendence.
w\ov'm3 wto a whivl o€ over\aqq'ma SQwalsS.

From the afGemative critiques and intevpvetive
enevgies ot

Kiah TT, wevcury V, eli TTT, naybour TV

on Oblone \and

Mavch 17, W10
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REFL ECTION
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- APQLOG,Y -

BEHAVIOR oo,

. REPAIR

TRANSFORMING SYSTEMS - 7
IS ULTIMATELY ABOUT B
M”SF aRMI”G RELAT IO”SHIP S Bec:ow{mc_:) ocially and/or  vefiexively .0
AMONG PEOPLE WHO aware 5% ove bioses 't qurishment 0 /

oc vilification-- it 6 a ait that heles

SHAPE THDSE SYST EMS. locate havm<€ul \oe\'\e@pav\a\ behaviors /"/

which Qvwileaes can keep Vs fvom

- SE”GE' ”AMILTO”' & KANIA | \inowmrﬁﬁee\\?\ Awaveness of our 4

biases orovides Us the oggortunity to b :
0ddvess and Shikt fvom gevgetuating o -
diSlon and  havwm, Yo gromotin v
connection and healing. An exgvession 0 :
o€ 3va+i+ude and/oc dccountability is »
an aggvopviate vesgonse to Such a gkt

IF WE VIEW CONFLICT AS AN OPPORTUNITY THEN THERE HAS NEVER
BEEN A GREATER OPPORTUNITY FOR US TO HEAL AND ‘GROW"‘

- SHERRI MITCHELL
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PARTICIPATORY ECONOMIES

RIECIPROCIN Y g

IN A PARTICIPATORY ECONOMY THERE
IS NO PRIVATE OWNERSHIP NOR A
CENTRALIZED STATE GOVERNANCE.

ORGANIZATIONS AND TRAJECTORIES
ARISE FROM PARTICIPATORY PLANNING,
RATHER THAN MARKETS OR CENTRAL
PLANNING.

NESTED COUNCILS AND BALANCED
JOB COMPLEXES DETERMINE WORK
AND RESOURCES.

REMUNERATION 1S BASED ON EFFORT
AND SACRIFICE, RATHER THAN FOR
PROPERTY, INHERITANCE, POWER, OR
OUTPUT.

- MICHAEL ALBERT

£

e —

what wy COW\W\UnH’\‘ needs
Yo wmoke this all gossible...

BUILDING RADICAL RELATIONSHIPS

CIRICINESS,

HOW DO WE HEAL AND TRANSFORM RELATIONSHIPS AND STRUCTURES
IN THE WAKE OF HARM?

Civcle gvactices ow"\ﬁ'\na‘\'o_ Lrom '\no\'\rﬁeno% tvaditions and
have been trans€ormed by olx endeavoring €or wicvo
and wacvo vadical Social and vacial Watice.

Some types of civcles include: talking civcles,
Undevstanding civeles, vestovative Wwstice civcles,
trans€ormative Justice civeles, and peace-waking civcles.

CIRCLES USE THE HISTORY AND EXPERIENCE OF EVERYONE IN THE CIRCLE TO

UNDERSTAND THE SITUATION AND LOOK FOR A GOOD WAY FORWARD- NOT THROUGH
LECTURING OR GIVING ADVICE OR TELLING OTHERS WHAT TO DO, BUT THROUGH SHARING
STORIES OF STRUGGLE, PAIN, JOY, DESPAIR, AND TRIUMPH. PERSONAL NARRATIVES ARE
THE SOURCE OF INSIGHT AND WISDOM IN CIRCLES.

- KAY PRANIS
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STAYING WITH THE TROUBLE REQUIRES MAKING ODD KIN-- OR,
OTHER-THAN-CONVENTIONAL BIOGENETIC RELATIVES-- THAT 1S,
WE REQUIRE EACH OTHER IN UNEXPECTED COLLABORATIONS AND
COMBINATIONS, IN HOT COMPOST PILES.

WE BECOME-WITH EACH OTHER OR NOT AT ALL.
- DONNA HARAWAY

Imaa'm?. a vadical notion o€ {aw\'\\q——
What does it look \ike?

Use this tree Yo €l n the wulti-species
velationShigs that wnoem the voots,
cove, and conoy o€ Jour li€e 9‘\‘0&,.

K{NEBUTIND NG,

ECO-CENTRIC PHILOSOPHIES

IT'S NOT THE FUTURE OF THE EARTH THAT 1S
THREATENED BY HUMAN ACTIONS BUT OUR RELATIONSHIP
WITH THE EARTH, WITH OTHER SPECIES AND WITH OTHER

HUMAN BEINGS, INCLUDING FUTURE GENERATIONS.

- RAY TSON
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WE ARE ALL WE @@ @?47
REALLY HAVE ?47 ﬁ@ @

Any kind of systematic
change we want to make
will require us to work
together to do it. And we
have to have relationships
strong enough to hold us
as we go up against
something as powerful as
the state, the medical
industrial complex, the
prison system, the gender
binary system, the
church, immigration
system, the war machine,
global capitalism.

- Mia Mingus

WE ARE ALL WE

S E ! E U REALLY NEED

SoLarTTY NETWORKS: HTTPS://BIGDOORBRIGADE.COM

TANC Tenants anp Nezeueoruoop COUNCILS: WWW.BAYTANC.COM

Bay AREA TRANSFORMATIVE JuSTICE COLLECTIVE: HTTPS://BATIC.WORDPRESS.COM/
Socorea Te' Lanp TRuST: HTTPS://SOGOREATE-LANDTRUST.COM/

THE VILLAGE: HTTPS://THEVILLAGEINOAKLAND.ORG

CRrtcAL RESISTANCE: WWW.CRITICALRESISTANCE.ORG/CHAPTERS/CR-OAKLAND/
CaNTICLE FARM: HTTPS://CANTICLEFARMOAKLAND.ORG

PLanTING JUSTICE: HTTPS://PLANTINGIUSTICE.ORG

SustaTnARLE ECONOMIES Law CENTER: WWW.THESELC.ORG
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have any €eedback ov Something to Shave with Us?
@ewmbodied_autonowmy or O_w\\ood'\o_d_au*‘onow\\i@qro‘\‘onw\a'\\.cow\
also, €uck coquizﬁm-s and intellectual grogerties-- use as you glease!
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